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MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF COMMISSIONER 


I t is an exciting time for Victoria 
Police with a new uniform set to be 
rolled out across the organisation. 
The dark blue uniform is comfortable 
and practical. 

The project was borne out of our 
continuing desire to improve the 
organisation at all levels, allowing us 
to identify better fabrics that were 
more breathable and provide a 
better fit for all members. 

I’m looking forward to seeing our 
police in their new uniforms over 
coming months as they police 
Victoria’s streets. 

Coming into the busy Christmas 
and New Year period, it is important 


to remember that we are all 
responsible for not only our own 
safety, but also the safety of others. 

There are two significant 
challenges for policing over this 
period, road trauma and family 
violence. Sadly, the holiday period, 
particularly Christmas Day and 
Boxing Day, is when women and 
children are at most risk of family 
violence. We also know that one of 
the biggest causes of road trauma is 
drink driving, and police will once 
again be targeting drink and drug 
driving. 

This year, police will also be 
blitzing the bay, rivers, beaches and 


ocean and cracking down on risky 
behaviour. Police now have the 
power to test boaters for illegal 
drugs and I ask that you act 
responsibly, and consider the 
significance of your actions. 

Finally, I have been very proud 
to have led Victoria Police over the 
last 12 months. Thanks to everyone 
for your continued support and 
commitment. 

I would like to take this 
opportunity to wish you, your family 
and friends a safe and happy holiday 
season. I look forward to 2013 with 
a great deal of optimism. ■ 
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COMFORT AND PRACTICALITY WAS THE 
ORDER OF THE DAY FOR VICTORIA POLICE 
AS IT LAUNCHED ITS DARK BLUE UNIFORM 
ON 5 DECEMBER. 


EDITORIAL ANTHONY LONCARIC 
PHOTOGRAPHY ANDREW HENSHAW 


DARK BLUE 

.01 The uniform will be rolled out 
to police from May. 


A dark blue colour will make 
police and Protective Services 
Officers in Victoria look more 
professional when the new 
uniform rolls out next year. 

For the first time in more 
than 30 years, the uniform has 
been changed to meet the needs 
of modern day police. 

The uniform has more pockets 
on the shirts and pants, is made 


of durable material which does not 
need to be dry cleaned and is more 
breathable in hot weather. It is also 
a simple design that can be used 
across all areas of Victoria Police. 

The light blue uniform could be 
worn in many combinations, leading 
to less consistency in appearance 
for police across the organisation and 
some specialist units like the Water 
Police and Dog Squad were already 
dressed in dark blue clothing. 

Police from across the 
organisation have had input into the 
uniform redesign from start to finish. 

Feedback from members 
highlighted the need for the 
garments to be more practical, 
with female members sayingthe 
light blue shirts were too short 
and did not have pockets. 

In May and June, 150 police 
and Protective Services Officers 
took part in a four-week-long trial 
of uniforms created by several 
short-listed suppliers. 

The design was largely 
influenced by the attire worn by 


police working in the Oxfordshire 
and Northumberland counties 
in England. 

The Uniform Appearance 
and Advisory Committee’s 
Superintendent Deb Abbott said 
police in those counties had similar 
uniform constraints because they 
also wore an operational vest on 
top of their police clothing. 

“A lot of police jurisdictions are 
moving to a block colour and we 
consulted the police in Northern 
Territory and South Australia as they 
recently changed some aspects 
of their uniform,’’she said. 

“We have gone for a non-gender 
specific fit, but it is tailored to the 
male and female form.” 

The uniform includes a new 
version of the peak cap based on 
a British police cap and is softer, 
reflects heat, is more breathable 
and comfortable to wear. 

The uniform will be rolled out 
to police across the state over 
1 2 months from May 2013. ■ 
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SMALLTALK 


VOXPOP 


WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE TO PREVENT 
SOMEONE'S HOME BEING BURGLED? 



SERGEANT BRAD TOWERS 

TRENTHAM POLICE STATION 

“I’d encourage people to attend their local police 
station and fill out an absence from residence 
form. It can help us with targeted patrols if we 
know which homes are vacant.” 



CONSTABLE BRETT CARSON 

MELBOURNE WEST POLICE STATION 

“Don’t post that you are going away 
on social media such as Facebook.” 




CONSTABLE MARK ASH 

MELBOURNE WEST POLICE STATION 
“Let your neighbours know you are going away 
so that they can keep an eye on your property.” 


BLUETUBEFEATURE 


WISH FULFILLED 


Victoria Police made five-year-old Jack Sidiropoulos 1 dream 
come true recently, by making him a police member for the day. 

Jack suffers from Batten’s Disease and, with the help of the Starlight 
Children's Foundation and Melbourne Highway Patrol members, 
he was treated to a day with the Dog Squad and Mounted Branch. 

Visit www.youtube.com/vpbluetube to watch Jack’s dream 
come true and to watch other police videos. 



COLOURINGCOMP 


Police Life would like to thank 
all of the talented artists who 
entered the Spring edition’s 
colouring competition. 

After much deliberation, 
seven-year-old Nathan from 
East Bentleigh was selected as 
the winner and second and third 
prize went to 10-year-old Jordan 



from Watsonia and five-year-old 
Madeline from Hillside. 

The winners will receive a Victoria 
Police gift pack. 






POLICE LIFE LOVES HEARING WHAT 
YOU THINK ABOUTTHE MAGAZINE, 
YOUR LOCAL POLICE AND VICTORIA 
POLICE IN GENERAL. 

WRITE, FAX OR EMAIL POLICE LIFE 
AT: POLICE LIFE, GPO BOX 913, 
MELBOURNE, 3001. 

FAX: 9247 5982 

EMAIL: policelife-mgr@police.vic.gov.au 



FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 
ATWWW.FACEBOOK.COM/ 
VICTORIAPOLICE. 


Mkn? 

GabT@gpie26 

Thank you @Victori a Police not just 
today but everyday for what u do to 
protect us.Thinking of loved ones 
of officers resting in peace #nprd 

Deborah Hunter @hunter612 

To @VictoriaPolice thank you for all 
you do for the community, and for 
thmm you have Lost,today on- your 
Remembrance Day, and everyday 

Oawn'i Life @Tolii8& 1 n a h a n d sa 

@Vic : Police Cheers and thanks 

all round to our boys and girls in 
blue. ' hanks for doing a bloody 
toug- well. #gratefull 

Dylan Boehm @S0C48 

Meagher case is so sad @VictoriaPolice 
have to be commended for how quickly 
they brought closure to the family. 


HELPING HAND 

On the 3rd of August I found myself 
confused, upset, and not thinking 
straight. I had run away from home 
after a dispute with my family. 

After my parents reported me 
missing, Hamilton’s Senior Constable 
Carly Barcham did as much as she 
could to help me, she had police 
working around the clock, as much as 
possible, searching for me, including 
police from Dunkeld, Coleraine, and 
other surrounding towns. 

But it wasn't until 8.30am on the 
4th of August that Acting Sergeant 
Rod Charman found me, halfway 
between Hamilton and Dunkeld, 
walking my bike. He pulled me up 
and talked me down, he discussed 
with me the reasons as to why I ran 
away, and said he would do his best 
to help me with the bullying I face 
at school. 

All of the listed police have helped 
me in different ways over the past 
year, but this would have to be the 
most major time that they helped me. 

I would like to thank all of the 
involved police who spenttheirtime 
looking for me. 

NAME SUPPLIED 
HAMILTON 


FAMILYGRIEF 

I write to you on behalf of my 
family in regards to my daughter 
who passed away on 25 June 
undertragic circumstances. 

We as a family will never forget 
the Warragul police involved in the 
case of our beloved and cherished 
daughter. 

The professionalism, sincerity, 
absolute dedication on duty and 
off duty in their search of 19 days 
has been done beyond the call of 
duty. The respect and care shown 
towards my wife and I, including 
our health and welfare, fell 
nothing short of exceptional 
underthese circumstances. 

Also, the Air Wing and Search 
and Rescue police were the 
same, thorough and briefed me 
in regards to their workings and 
kept us informed. 

We are grateful Danielle was 
found, unfortunately not the 
way we wanted. 

At the saddest time of our lives, 
police in Warragul were like family. 

We have been touched by the 
support and professionalism shown. 

R. AND S. HIBBERT 
WARRAGUL 


LIGHT WORK 

I was at home when I heard a 
knock at the door. I had left my car 
lights on which was parked on the 
street, near many other vehicles 
and apartments. 

The police very kindly‘called in’ 
my registration details, found my 
address, and notified me that my 
lights were on. 

Thankyou very much! I didn’t 
catch the police members' names, 
or if they were from the Collingwood 
area, but this action was most 
appreciated. 

It is nice that I have a lovely story 
to tell people about, when I know 
that police have a very hard job 
in such a‘public’environment. 

Many thanks. 

K. SKIDMORE 
ABBOTSFORD 
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BEHINDTHEBADGE 


WORKING HARD 

.01 Sergeant Michael Connors 
is doing all he can to lower the 
number of serious injury and 
fatal collisions. 


PHOTOGRAPHY COURTESY OF THE BORDER MAIL 


MICHAEL CONNORS 


RANK Sergeant 
AGE 47 

GRADUATED 1991 

STATION Wangaratta Highway Patrol 


WHY DID YOU JOIN VICTORIA POLICE? 

I joined the Australian Army at 17 and planned to stay for three years. I ended 
up staying for eight years before I joined Victoria Police at the age of 25. 

I really enjoyed my time with the army where I was a sergeant as well as 
a drill and weapons instructor. The experience really helped with joining 
the police as it taught me discipline and I found it really easy handling 
weapons at the Victoria Police Academy. I think joining the army at a young 
age helped me mature quicker and it allowed me to travel with the job. 

TELL US ABOUT YOUR ROLE WITH THE WANGARATTA HIGHWAY PATROL? 

I am the supervisor for the Wangaratta and Cobram highway patrols and 
my job is to task police to lower the number of serious injury and fatal 
collisions. The Wangaratta Police Service Area (PSA) is diverse and there 
is in excess of 300 kilometres from one end to the other, including the 
Murray River, snow fields of Falls Creek and Mt Hotham, and the main 
transport route, the Hume Freeway. 

WHAT IS THE MOST CHALLENGING PART OF YOUR JOB? 

I take every road fatality in our PSA personally. We have been working 
extremely hard to keep the number of serious injury collisions and road 
fatalities down. Part of that is having police vehicles out on the roads more 
often. My aim during each shift is to complete my working day without a 
fatality and I always hope we can go without one for weeks and months. 

It would be fantastic if we could get through the Christmas and New Year 
period without a fatality. 


WHAT IS YOUR MESSAGE TO PEOPLE USING THE ROADS 
OVER SUMMER? 

We are not out to spoil anyone’s fun, especially over the holiday period. 
We want to help people get to their destination safely. To ensure this 
can happen we will breath-test every motorist we come across and 
will perform drug tests on most. Every driver of heavy vehicles or on a 
probationary licence that we intercept will be drug tested. Our message 
is to drive sensibly and according to the road rules to arrive alive. 

TELL US SOMETHING INTERESTING ABOUT YOURSELF? 

When I started with Victoria Police in 1991 I was a single parent with a 
young daughter. It was difficult trying to balance work and looking after 
her, but the officers in charge at Malvern and Dandenong stations were 
supportive and flexible with my shifts so I could care for her. My daughter 
is 23 and we’re as close as we’ve ever been. Looking back over the hard 
times it was definitely worth it. I got remarried 15 years ago and have 
two other children. I recently stopped playing cricket after playing and 
coaching at a decent level for 32 years. I went to the International Police 
Cricket Festival with the Victoria Police Cricket Team in 2004. It was held 
in England and it was a great experience and I made friendships with 
police from around the world. 

DO YOU HAVE AN INTERESTING STORY FROM YOUR JOB? 

I once made an unusual arrest when I was called out to a burglary in 
progress. The victim was an 82-year-old woman living on her own. A man 
had entered her house and taken some of her underwear. When I caught 
the man he was wearingthe underwear. We did a warrant on his house 
and found dozens of ladies clothing items including bras. He had been 
going around taking women’s clothing from clotheslines. ■ 
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BRIEFING 




VICTORIA POLICE 

TOP 10 STORIES FROM 

www.vicpoLicenews.com.au 


1. Rememberin 
the Fallen 


2 . 

Dangerous 
Drivers Caught 


P 


olice detected 6124 traffic 
offences and 65 crime offences 
during the five-week-long 
Operation Road Bia. 

The operation targeted drivers whose 
behaviour was criminal and posed 
unacceptable dangers to innocent 
road users. 


P olice, family members and the community 
stood side by side to honour the memory 
of police who have died in the line of duty 
on National Police Remembrance Day 
in September. 

Hundreds of uniformed police and Protective 
Services Officers attended the ceremony 
as well as Chief Commissioner Ken Lay, 
Victorian Premier Ted Baillieu and 
Melbourne’s Lord Mayor Robert Doyle. 

The crowd paid their respects to the 
157 police lost over the past 159 years. 


Social Media ffn V 

Users Warned mM m • 

Victoria Police asked social media users to stop posting comments 
about the case of murdered Brunswick woman Jill Meagher with 
concerns the comments could influence the outcome of a trial. 

A statement was released by Victoria Police reminding people it 
is inappropriate to post speculation or comment about matters 
before the courts. 



4. 35Years-Stron 


5. 

OneToo 

Many 


6 . 

Kicking 

Goals 


T he 35-year anniversary of the Special Operations Group 
(SOG) was marked by a visit by the group’s founder. 

Former Chief Commissioner Sinclair Imrie (Mick) Miller set 
up the group in 1977 in response to the growing emergence 
of terrorist incidents worldwide. 

It later grew to respond to high-risk situations, conducting 
forced entries and covert surveillance. The SOG has responded 
to incidents like the 1988 Walsh Street shootings and 
the arrest of Martin Bryant in Port Arthur, Tasmania. 



A driver had his vehicle impounded after being caught 
with an overloaded vehicle in Carrum Downs. 

Police intercepted the Hiace van on Hall Road after 
reports the driver was allegedly making obscene gestures 
to members of the public. 

The 24-year-old driver returned a positive breath test 
and police then discovered four unrestrained occupants 
in the back of the van. 


The Victoria Police Soccer Club (VPSC) took part 
in a friendly soccer match against a Zambian 
community team. The match, played at the Football 
Fives Knox Complex, was one of many that aim to build 
relationships between police and the community. 

Senior Sergeant Ronald Sinclair said the game was 
a success, not only because the VPSC walked away 
with a win. 

"The purpose of this game and others like it is 
to break down barriers between police and the 
community we serve through the medium 
of the world game.” 



IFTHE SHOE FITS 

Police arrested a pair of alleged robbers who left a unique calling card in Box Hill in October. 
Investigators were called to the intersection of Middleborough and Albion roads shortly after 
midnight following reports of a robbery and assault on a taxi driver. 

When police arrived they discovered that, Cinderella style, the robbers had left a shoe behind. 
Investigators obtained CCTV footage from inside the taxi and later arrested a man and woman 
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OVERSEAS NEWS: WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THE WORLD OF POLICING? 



Q NETHERLANDS 

Dutch detectives were baffled after thieves 
stole a priceless collection of works by Picasso, 
Matisse and Monet at a museum in Rotterdam. 

The collection of works had been on show 
to celebrate the Kunsthal Museum's 20th 
anniversary until thieves managed to escape 
with seven paintings worth millions of dollars. 
Police appealed to the public for help to find the 
thieves after local media named it as one of the 
most audacious art heists in years. 


Q CANADA 

! Police in Canada arrested 103 people and 
I seized explosives, illicit narcotics, some 400 
! prohibited firearms and money in raids, 
j dismantlings major drug ring. 

| More than 1000 police were involved in the raids 
| in 30 towns and cities. Police said the criminal 
| group distributed 75 kilograms of cocaine per 
| week, and sold $C50 million worth of drugs in 
| the last six months. 



7. 

Puppy Love 

Police reunited six-week-old Staffordshire puppy Matilda with her very grateful owner. 
Matilda was stolen from Cheltenham on 18 October but was found safe and well by 
police a few days later. Police arrested and interviewed a man and woman about the theft. 


8 . 

Operation 
Halo II 

P olice detected 3265 motorbike, bicycle, 
pedestrian and car/truck offences as 
part of Operation Halo II. 

The operation aimed to reduce road trauma 
involving vulnerable road users and ran 
during peak commuter times at high-collision 
locations across the Melbourne, Port Phillip, 
Yarra, Boroondara and Stonnington Police 
Service Areas. 

On the second day of the operation, in just a 
two-hour period, police issued 40 penalty 
notices to a spate of drivers for disobeying a no 
left turn sign in Hotham Street, East Melbourne. 


10 . 

Police Join 
Racegoers 

Police were present among the crowd throughout Spring Racing 
Carnival festivities, reminding racegoers to watch their behaviour 
and be safe and considerate to others. 




9. 

Clan 

Shut 


Labs 

Down 



A multi-agency taskforce arrested 
eight people and shut down 
two clandestine laboratories in 
Melbourne’s western suburbs. 
Victoria Police and Australian 
Federal Police executed warrants 
attwo addresses in Sunshine 
West following breakthrough 
intelligence provided by the 
Australian Crime Commission. 

Both properties contained 
clandestine laboratories, with 
one believed to be among the 
largest-ever located in Victoria. 


NUMBER CRUNCHING 


10 

Detectives investigated an affray involving a large group of 
people at a pub at Noojee in October. Investigators were told 
a dispute broke out between up to 10 men before spilling out 
to a nearby car park around 11.30pm. 


1100 

More than 1100 unwanted or illegal firearms and weapons were 
handed in across Victoria during the first month of a state-wide 
amnesty, including a homemade handgun and a .22 calibre rifle 
modified to have the appearance of an M16 rifle. 


100,000 

Police appealed for public assistance to investigate the 
theft of copper rings in Bayswater North. The rings, which 
are used as a mould to make white plastic lids for buckets, 
are valued at around $100,000 and weigh approximately 
20 to 30 kilograms each. 


LO 


www.police.vic.gov.au/policelife 


POLICELIFE SUMMER 2013 



















































BEHIND 

THE 

CLOSED 

DOOR 


CHRISTMAS, A TIME WHEN FAMILIES AND LOVED 
ONES SHOULD BE TOGETHER CELEBRATING, IS THE 
BUSIEST DAY OF THE YEAR FOR POLICE RESPONDING 
TO FAMILY VIOLENCE INCIDENTS, CLOSELY FOLLOWED 
BY VALENTINE'S DAY. POLICE ARE HOPEFUL THAT THIS 
YEAR FAMILIES WILL ENJOY THEIR HOLIDAY SEASON 
TOGETHER WITHOUT INCIDENT. 


EDITORIAL MARIA CARNOVALE 
PHOTOGRAPHY EUGENE HYLAND, 
WHITTLESEA LEADER 



FACTS 

Family violence is estimated to cost Victoria $3.4 billion a year in health 
and social costs. 

It is responsible for more ill-health and premature death in Victorian women, 
aged between 15 and 45, than any other of the well-known risk factors, 
including high blood pressure, obesity and smoking. 


PREVENTING VIOLENCE 

.01 Sgt Turney with members of his 
Family Violence Team in Mill Park. 


addressing serious family violence 
offences and those who repeatedly 
commit family violence, as well as 
responding to calls for assistance. 

“It ranges from really serious 
assaults to small arguments about 
what to watch on TV,” he said. 

“I’m happy to go to those less 
serious ones, because we might 
be stopping it from getting worse, 
where someone ends up hurting 
the other. What I want is for them 
to get help early.” 

SgtTurney has begun a trial 
for the area, titled 1-48, which 
involves the Family Violence Team 
revisiting homes within 48 hours 
of the initial report. 

“People are usually a bit 
surprised when we arrive 
unannounced, but we explain that 
it’s a follow up on their report.The 
first thing we say is‘are you safe?’. 

“In a lot of the family violence 
incidents that we get called out to, 
the offenders have a history of family 
violence. That is something we need 
to address,” Sgt Turney said. 

Fie said that early intervention 
on family violence was important 
to prevent it recurring in future 
relationships. 

“I see that what I’m doing now 
is going to have a 20-year flow 
on effect,” Sgt Turney said. 

“It’s not like a house that’s been 
burgled. When that happens, you can 
get a new telly, there’s no further risk. 
With family violence you can’t do 
that. There has to be education 
and assistance involved. 

“In basic cases, where there’s no 
criminal offence, we have a chat to 
them and find out what influenced 
the situation. We offer to refer 
victims and perpetrators to formal 
counselling or, if it’s more serious, 
we look at remanding them.” 

Det Insp Flynam said while 
police played an important role in 
responding to and investigating 
family violence, the community 
as a whole needed to take action. 

“Family violence is no longer 
accepted as a private issue. It’s 
a very public one and one that 
shouldn’t be tolerated in any family 
environment.” 

Call Triple Zero (000) if you need 
immediate assistance, or contact 
the free confidential advice line 
on 1800 737 732. ■ 


T he statistics relating to family 
violence are disturbing. Since 2004, 
family violence incidents reported 
to police have almost doubled, the 
number of charges laid by police 
for related crimes has increased 
by 294 per cent and police-initiated 
intervention orders increased 
by 289 per cent. 

Even more concerning is that more 
than 40 per cent of all murders in 
Victoria are family violence-related. 

In response, Victoria Police 
has undergone improvements to 
its methods of responding to and 
investigating family violence, aiming 
to reduce their incidence and keep 
victims safe. 

The launch of the Enhanced 
Family Violence Service Delivery 
Model last year has encouraged 
a shift to a specialised approach 
to managing violence in the home, 
with the number of dedicated family 
violence teams doubling to 20, 
adding to the 14 Family Violence 


Unit Detective Inspector Kerryn 
Flynam said it was important for 
those experiencing family violence 
to seek help. 

“Assistance and support is 
just a phone call away,” she said. 

“Evidence shows that when police 
are called, it is usually between the 
third and seventh time that person 
has experienced family violence. 

“Any sort of abuse is not 
acceptable, and we want to 
make sure that people are confident 
enough to contact police when they 
are experiencing a family violence 
situation in the first instance, so that 
it doesn’t get to the seventh time.” 

Jade, who lives in Epping with 
her father and grandmother, turned 
to police for help after suffering in 
an environment with family violence. 

FHer father, an alcoholic, made the 
home a difficult place for Jade and 
her grandmother and a recent 
altercation led to police being called. 

It was Mill Park Police Station’s 


" In a lot of the family violence incidents that we 

get called out to, the offenders have a history 

of family violence. That is something we need 

to address," Sot Turney said . 


Advisors across the state. There are 
also 180 Family Violence Liaison 
Officers at 24-hour police stations 
who conduct quality assurance of 
the police response and build 
relationships with service providers. 

From emotional abuse to physical 
assault, pet abuse to financial 
control, family violence is complex 
and is often undetected until police 
are called. 

Officer in charge of Victoria 
Police’s Family Violence Coordination 


Sergeant Brad Turney, the officer in 
charge of the Family Violence Team, 
who turned up at Jade’s door. 

“I attended the address and 
identified that her father needed 
to be removed from the premises,” 
he said. 

Police used a Family Violence 
Safety Notice to ensure that he 
stayed away from the family home. 

The safety notices can be 
issued by police on the spot for 
the immediate safety of the victim. 

They are used after hours, on 
weekends and public holidays and 
allow police to place conditions on 
the person, such as that they are 
not allowed to make contact with 
the victim. The safety notices can 
last for up to 1 20 hours. 

In Jade’s case, her father 
breached the safety notice twice 
and was placed in police custody 
and imprisoned for 12 days. Fie is 
now back at home and, after being 
referred to support services for his 
alcohol problem, is trying to improve. 

SgtTurney is one of the seven 
members in the unit who focus on 
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A TRAGIC AND LIFE-CHANGING PERSONAL EXPERIENCE HAS LED 
LEADING SENIOR CONSTABLE ANDREW DOWNES ON A CRUSADE 
TO SAVE THE LIVES OF YOUNG PEOPLE ON OUR ROADS. 


EDITORIAL MARIA CARNOVALE 
PHOTOGRAPHY MICHELLE SPEIRS 


W hen police are called to the scene 
of a road fatality, there is always 
a fear that the victim could be 
someone they know. 

Swan Hill Police Station’s Leading 
Senior Constable Andrew Downes was 
unfortunately one of those whose 
worst nightmare became reality. 

“I was there trying to help Mark, 
the ambulance officer, while he was 
trying to get some life back into the 
little girl and I was assisting, holding 
her and things like that. I said ‘is 
there anything I can do Mark? I want 
to help you’. 

“He looks at me and he says ‘there 
is somethingyou can do, would you 
be able to tell the parents that the 
little girl has passed away?’ 

“I looked at him and said ‘I am 
the parent’.” 


This is the story Ldg Sen Const 
Downes shares with the young 
people he is trying to teach about 
road safety. It is the story of the day 
he watched his daughter Emily die 
only metres from her home. 

Six-year-old Emily had just gotten 
off her school bus with her older 
sister and other children when she 
ran behind the departing bus and 
was struck by a car. 

Ldg Sen Const Downes was at 
home on a day off. 

“A bloke pulled up in the driveway 
really quickly and said ‘there’s been 
a terrible accident, you’re going to 
have to come down and help’. I knew 
the guy and asked him ‘do you know 
who it is?’ and he said ‘it’s a kid, 
but I don’t know who ’.” 

Quickly switching into work mode, 
Ldg Sen Const Downes rushed to 
the scene, knowing there were only 
five children who got off the bus at 
that stop and two of them were 
his daughters. 

“Usually she would hold her older 
sister’s hand and wait with the adult 
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" If you can assist them, empower them 
to make the right decisions, that is important " 

Ldq Sen Const Downes said . 



PERSONALQUEST 

.01 Ldg Sen Const Downes is spreading 
the road safety message to young 
people in Swan Hill. 

.02 Emily's older sister, Hannah, 17, 
with her father, in front of one of 
the schools where Ldg Sen Const 
Downes spends time talkingto 
teenagers. 



who always met the children at 
the bus stop. But for some reason 
that day, Emily decided not to wait,” 
Ldg Sen Const Downes said. 

That was eight years ago. Now, 
Ldg Sen Const Downes recounts his 
story to children and teenagers in 
the Swan Hill area, hopeful that it 
will encourage them to be safer 
on the roads. 

The presentations, including one 
from the paramedic who assisted at 
Emily’s incident, police and others 
touched by road trauma, have been 
held once a year for about four 
years, focusing on road issues such 
as pedestrian safety, drink driving, 
fatigue, hoon behaviour and more. 

After the presentation, the young 
people are split up into small groups 
and encouraged to talk about road 
safety and think about dangerous 
situations and how they can be 
prevented. 

One scenario played out involves a 
party where alcohol is being served 
and a young man asks a girl to join 
him for a drive. 


“We have people playing both 
sides of the girl’s choices. One saying 
‘get in the car with him, he’s cute’, 
and the other saying, ‘no, he’s been 
drinking, it’s not safe’,” Ldg Sen 
Const Downes said. 

“The person has to make the 
decision, but we give them some 
tools to help them make the right 
decision.” 

This is just one of the programs 
Swan Hill police have been involved 
in that is driving home the road safety 
message and which led to Ldg Sen 
Const Downes being awarded a Pride 
of Australia Medal earlier this year. 

Ldg Sen Const Downes recently 
began the Flexible Learning Options 
program, which involved taking a group 
of young people at-risk of dropping 
out of school and becoming involved 
in crime to the streets of Swan Hill 
where they observed road user 
behaviour. 

The youths aged 14 to 17 watched 
drivers and logged their phone use 
while driving, seatbelts, speeding, 
obeying stop signs and other 
dangerous behaviour. 

They then presented theirfindings 
to police, who targeted the issues 
of concern. 

“They were shocked by what they 
saw,” Ldg Sen Const Downes said. 

“In just an hour on the main street 
of Swan Hill they saw about 12 people 
who weren’t wearing seat belts. 


“Last year we had fou r fatal 
collisions and three weren’t 
wearing seatbelts. Those could 
have been prevented. 

“Unfortunately, there are times 
when these kids don’t have a positive 
relationship with police. I thought 
we could get them involved in their 
community and prevent road trauma. 
If they feel part of the community 
there’s less chance they will damage it. 

“In our role we need to come up 
with innovative programs that can 
make an impact on the young people. 
It’s not our job alone, it involves other 


services and parents as well, but 
it’s about educating young people. 

“If you can assist them, empower 
them to make the right decisions, 
that’s important. 

“I feel like I’m achieving a lot working 
with young people. When you have 
parents come up to you and say thank 
you for helping out my kid, I can 
see that I’ve resonated somewhere,” 
he said. ■ 


STAY SAFE ON THE ROADS THIS SUMMER 

> Where possible, cross roads at traffic lights or pedestrian 
crossings and always look in both directions before stepping 
onto the road. 

> Always wear a seatbelt in vehicles. 

> If you plan on drinking, have a designated driver or arrange 
another way home. 

> All types of speeding are dangerous and place drivers 
and pedestrians at risk. Stick to the speed limit. 

> Fatigue can impair your ability to drive safely. Get plenty 
of sleep before a long drive and take regular rest breaks. 

> Do not use a mobile phone or navigation device while driving. 
Pull over in a safe place if you urgently need to use one. 
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POLICE LIFE CATCHES UP WITH TWO 


NEW CONSTABLES AS THEY BEGIN 


THEIR POLICING CAREERS. 

f lK m\ 
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S tarting any new job can be a 
stressful and nerve-wracking 
experience. 

But for constables Fiona Galloway 
and Thomas Crocket, their first week 
at the Victoria Police Academy was 
like catching up with old work mates. 

Both came into the job after eight 
months of rigorous police training, 
which included studying law, fitness, 
developing communication skills 
and learning operational tactics 
required to fulfil their police work. 

They also completed three 
week-long shifts at the police stations 
they would eventually return to for 
the start of their duties as operational 
police. This is where they got to know 
their colleagues. 

For Const Galloway, returning to 
Dandenong Police Station was exciting 
because she knew it was one of 
the busiest stations in Victoria. 

I got to experience various career paths 

within Victoria Police and the Dandenong 

Police Service Area is very diverse so it is 

always challenging," Const Galloway said . 

“While I was doing my Dedicated 
Workplace Training at Dandenong 
Police Station I worked with the Crime 
Scene Unit,Traffic Management Unit, 
Crime Investigation Unit and did 
divisional van shifts, reception shifts 
and shifts in the watch house,” 

Const Galloway said. “It allowed me 
to experience various career paths 
within Victoria Police and the 
Dandenong Police Service Area 
is very diverse so it is always 
challenging.” 


RIGHT PATH 

.01 Const Crocket is excited by 
the variety on offer in a career 
at Victoria Police. 

.02 Const Galloway enjoys taking on 
advice from the more experienced 
police at Dandenong Police Station. 


The 31-year-old said her first 
week as a police member was 
similarto her three-week training 
stint because she had so many 
people to turn to for support. 

“There are dedicated coaches at 
the station and they really make you 
feel welcome and talk you through 
your duties,” she said. “My first 
week started with an induction which 
included meeting other police. 
Everyone is really busy here but they 
always find time to give you assistance 
if you are unsure of a procedure or 
have any questions.” 

In their first week, both 
constables experienced different 
aspects of policing during each shift. 

Const Crocket, who works 
at Melbourne West Police Station, 
worked at the station’s reception 
for a day and did a van shift where 
he responded to thefts and traffic 
incidents. 

He also went on foot patrols in 
Melbourne’s Central Business District. 

Const Crocket said he had been 
surprised by how willing other 
members were to provide assistance. 

“I was working on some briefs and 
needed to ask some questions but 
the senior constable sitting near 
me was already working a couple 
of hours’ overtime,”the 24-year-old 
said. “I felt bad asking her but she 
told me it was good I had approached 
her and she helped me with what 
I was doing. It is that kind of 
environment where everyone is 
really dedicated to their roles and 
are real team players.” 

Const Crocket completed a 
bachelor of arts at Monash University 
before deciding to join Victoria Police. 

“I studied politics and my degree 
was focussed on counter-terrorism 
so it kind of tied into policing,” he 
said. “I did some travelling and 
worked for a while but decided 
policing would be a great career 
option because of the variety. I knew a 
few people who were in the job and 
they always said good things about it.” 

He said he liked working at a 
station based near Melbourne’s CBD. 

“Our station is part of the larger 
Victoria Police Centre on Flinders 
Street and some days you jump in 
the lifts and the Chief Commissioner 
is standing next to you,” he said. 

“It’s great to have so many experienced 
and high-ranking members around.” 

For Const Galloway joining 
Victoria Police was something she 
wanted to do since childhood. 


Before realising her dream, 
she worked in a number of jobs 
including as an office manager at a 
real estate agency and she recently 
worked as an occupational health 
and safety practitioner at disability 
support organisation, Yooralla. 

“It was about 18 months ago when 
I decided to get the ball rolling to 
become a police member,” she said, 
“With the diverse range of skills and 
life experience I had acquired over 
10 years I felt I was ready for police 
duties. I wanted to be part of an 
organisation that makes a difference 
in people’s lives and Victoria Police 
is very community focussed.” 

Const Galloway said although 
her fiance and family members 
were slightly concerned about the 
potential dangers of police work, they 
had seen positive changes in her. 

“Everyone noticed how happy I 
was to graduate and start a job I knew 
I would love,” she said. “I have been 
more disciplined about my fitness 
since then and I run five times 
each week.” 

She plans to apply to join the 
Mounted Branch in comingyears. 

“I have done horse riding before 
and I think it would be a wonderful 
experience,” Const Galloway said. 

Const Crocket has enjoyed spending 
time in court as part of his policing 
duties and is considering working 
in prosecutions in the future. 

“It is something I’d like to do but I 
would also consider going back to 
university to complete a masters in 
counter-terrorism,” he said. “There 
are so many options with Victoria 
Police and although I have only been 
in the job a short while, I can see 
myself having a long and rewarding 
career here.”« 


ARE YOU 

INTERESTED IN JOINING 
VICTORIA POLICE? 

Visit www.policecareer.vic.gov.au 
to find out how you can become 
a Victoria Police member or 
Protective Services Officer. 


www.police.vic.gov.au/policelife 


POLICELIFE SUMMER 2013 


M 












CLEANING 
UP OUR 
STREETS 

PLAIN CLOTHES POLICE ARE TAKING ACTION TO KEEP 
THE STREETS SAFE THROUGH OPERATION NORTHBANK. 


EDITORIAL NADINE LYFORD 
PHOTOGRAPHY ANDREW HENSHAW 


I t is the early hours of the morning 
and young revellers are spilling 
out of a nightclub, the girls tottering 
in sky-high heels, oblivious to the 
cool night air. 

A bunch of friends split as they 
say their good-nights. Two of the 
young men make their way up the 
street to grab a late-night snack 
before heading home. As they pass 
one of Melbourne’s many laneways 
a group of youths appears and the 
night suddenly sours. 

At the end of the encounter, 
the two friends are without wallets 
and mobile phones, and have several 
injuries, including a cut lip and 
black eye. 

With incidents such as these 
on the rise in Melbourne’s inner, 
northern and western suburbs, 
Victoria Police launched Operation 
Northbank in an effort to clean 
up the streets. 


The operation, which involves 20 
plain-clothes members patrolling 
known trouble spots between 10pm 
and 6am on Friday and Saturday 
nights, was instigated mid-year 
to respond to reports of armed 
robberies and gang-related violence. 

It aims to prevent serious crimes, 
such as assaults and robberies, 
committed by young people gathering 
in groups, and to respond quickly 
to reports of crime. 

Superintendent Peter O’Neill said 
the greatest advantage of Operation 
Northbank, which is made up of five 
separate teams working across the 
North West Metro Region, was their 
ability to move quickly to other areas 
if an issue, such as an out of control 
party, arose and their colleagues 
needed assistance. 

“They are a very agile team. 

If needed, the entire Northbank 
contingent can descend to trouble 
spots in a short amount of time,” 
Supt O’Neill said. 

Operation Northbank has notched 
up some impressive results since it 
started in May, including more than 


70 arrests for offences such as armed 
robbery, assaults, drug trafficking 
and bail offences. Most importantly 
though, is the significant decrease 
in reported crimes compared to the 
same period in the previous year, 
including a 20.5 per cent decrease 
in robberies and a 14.5 per cent 
decrease in intentionally causing 
serious injury incidents. 

Supt O’Neill credits the decrease 
in these crimes to the operation’s 
method of directly engaging with 
groups of young people, and making 
them aware of the police presence. 

“Since May, members from 
Operation Northbank have spoken to 
more than 1 500 people of interest 
who have been loitering in areas that 
are known to be hotspots, which 
has substantially increased safety 
in public spaces,’’Supt O’Neill. 

The team is headed up by a senior 
sergeant and Supt O’Neill believes 
this is one of the key reasons why the 
operation has been so successful. 

“This operation is very much about 
getting experienced members back 
on the streets.The impact on groups 
of young people who are causing 
trouble when an experienced 
member arrives and takes control 
can be remarkable,” he said. 

What started as a three-month 
operation is still going strong, with 
Operation Northbank being 
extended into the New Year. ■ 


Supt O'Neill credits the decrease in these 

crimes to the operation's method of directly 

en g a g in g with groups of y oun g people, and 

making them aware of the police presence . 
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TOP TIPS FOR STAYING SAFE 


Supt O'Neill said the CBD was a hotspot with year round events such 
as football, tennis, soccer, rugby, and bars and nightclubs drawing 
large crowds. Follow these tips to stay safe in the city: 

> At least one person in your group should remain sober. 

> Only walk in well-lit areas - if you feel unsafe move 
to a more populated area. 

> Do not walk alone - if you are in a group stay together. 

> Keep your phone close to you but out of sight. 

> Stay alert and be aware of your surroundings. 

> Do not dawdle - walk with purpose and know where 
you are going. 


NORTH BANK’S NET 

.01 Operation Northbank's members focus on preventing 
crime in hot spots. 

.02 Senior Constable Nadia Hammoud patrols in plain 
clothes. 

.03 Senior Constable^Steve Makarios is on the lookout . 
for groups of young people. 

.04 Acting Sergeant Robert Kokoszka speaks to local 
general duties police. 
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DON'T 

MAKE WAVES 

STAY SAFE ON 



AS WARM WEATHER APPROACHES, THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE 
HEADING TO VICTORIA'S WATERWAYS WILL SWELL WATER POLICE 
ARE URGING PEOPLE TO BE SAFE IN THE WATER THIS SUMMER. 


EDITORIAL SARA-JANE HOOPER 
PHOTOGRAPHY PETER CLARKE 


WATER WOES 

.01 Police are constantly refreshing 
their skills and work with the 
Air Wing in acting out rescue 
scenarios. 

.02 Sen Sgt Towers maps out 
a rescue plan. 

.03 Water Police are encouraging 
people using Victoria’s waterways 
to be well-prepared before 
headingout. 

.04 A fleet of boats are used 
by the Water Police. 


T his summer another ambitious 
fisherman will board his kayak. 
That kayaker, like many before, 
will paddle further than 100 metres 
offshore chasing the perfect catch. 

And then the weather will change. 
Dramatically. 

Six kayakers have been caught in 
similar conditions this year. 

Sometimes, specialists like the 
Water Police cannot always predict 
the change, where a southerly 
buster turns Melbourne’s Port 
Phillip Bay into a washing machine. 

For the unsuspecting kayaker 
who has paddled too far off shore, 
the change is life threatening. It is 
events like these that test the skill 
and stamina of the Water Police 
Squad members as they initiate 
their response in the Rescue 
Coordination Centre. 


The Water Police’s Senior Sergeant 
Steve Towers has been in the centre 
for countless rescues and knows all 
too well the pressu re the team face as 
they gather facts like the splashpoint 
(the person’s last known position) 
and perhaps the most confronting, 
their estimated time of survival. 

“When anyone goes out to enjoy 
the water, no matter how calm it 
looks outside, it’s important that 
they tell someone about where they 
are going or where their favourite 
fishing spot is,” he said. 

“When we have the splashpoint 
there is a 95 per cent chance we can 
find them. There is a vast amount of 
water out there to search if we don’t.” 

The Water Police Squad is supported 
by sophisticated search and rescue 
software called SARMAPS, which 
uses live information on weather, 


tides and winds to predict a missing 
person’s movements. 

“Our members go through a lot of 
training that enables them to use this 
software which is widely recognised 
for its accuracy,” Sen Sgt Towers said. 

“They are also trained to manually 
complete complex equations and 
chartworkto support the information 
that our system gives us. 

“A combination of the expertise of 
our members in the centre and on the 
water, and the advanced technology 
and resources that we have can 
really give people who are in trouble 
in our waters confidence that we 
will find them.” 

Those tools include everything 
from night vision goggles to gas 
detectors and Forward Looking 
Infra Red devices. 

Not to mention the wide ranging 
fleet of boats from the aptly named 
‘Fearless’to the purpose-built VP10, 
which can reach 53 knots and help 
the team respond quickly to 
incidents in Melbourne’s waters 
right through to the Geelong area. 


" When anyone goes out to enjoy the water, 

rio mallei how calm jt It of s outsjde^ |1 s 

important that they tell someone about 
where they are going or where their favourite 

fishing spot is,"Sen Sgt Towers said . 
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According to Sen Sgt Towers, 
kayakers are not the only water 
enthusiasts at risk in summer. 

“Personal water craft users 
(jet skiers) often don’t understand 
that they are using a registered boat 
and they must comply with the rules 
that apply to all other boats. They are 
often found in areas they shouldn't 
be, putting swimmers in danger,” 
he said. 

“For the safety of everyone 
enjoying the water, personal water 
craft users can’t travel over five knots 
within 50 metres of a swimmer or boat, 
200 metres off the water’s edge and 
within 50 metres of any wharf 
or jetty. 

“We also find boats fishing in 
shipping channels where the water 
is deep. Not only is it an offence, but 
they are putting themselves at risk 


from large ships which often can’t 
see a small boat and are almost 
silent on approach.” 

During the summer months, Water 
Police are out in full force across 
Victoria to patrol for dangerous 
and illegal behaviour and enforce 
safety equipment compliance. 

“The summers are getting busier 
each year. Statistics tell us that 
around one in four people owns 
a boat and water levels in rural 
lakes have returned to normal 
levels. This means there are more 
inexperienced people on the water,” 
Sen Sgt Towers said. 

“Water sports are a great summer 
activity, but it is everyone’s 
responsibility to ensure they take 
safety precautions and don’t risk 
getting out of their depth - the 
consequences are far too great.”* 


SEN SGT TOWERS' 

BOATING SAFETY TIPS: 

> Check your boat before you leave. 

> Always wear a personal floatation device. 

> Tell a friend or family member the details of your trip 
and vessel. 

> Check the weather forecast. If it does not look good, 
schedule yourtrip for anothertime. 

> Always have plenty of fuel onboard. Allow for the journey 
to and from the destination and enough in case you 
have to detour and take another route in an emergency. 

> Take the appropriate safety equipment including flares, 
two-way radio and fire extinguishers. 

> Charge up your mobile, take it with you, and keep a list 
of local area emergency contacts. 

> Stay alert around other vessels. 

> Understand the water regulations and rules. 

IF YOU ARE IN DISTRESS: 

> Use the marine radio to make a mayday' call (only 
in extreme emergencies). 

> Consider a 'pan pan' call in situations where it is not 
an emergency. 

> Release a flare, lay out a V sheet and wave your arms 
repeatedly to indicate distress. 

> As a last resort use an Emergency Position Indicating 
Radio Beacon (EPIRB). An EPIRB is compulsory if you 
are travelling beyond two nautical miles from land. 

For more information on marine safety go to 

www.transportsafety.vic.gov.au on the internet. 
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Timeline 


IN VICTORIA'S NORTH IS ROBINVALE, AN AGRICULTURAL 
TOWN KNOWN FOR WATER SPORTS AND ITS RELAXED 
LIFESTYLE. POLICE LIFE MEETS THE TEAM THAT WORKS 
LOCALS TO KEEP THE COMMUNITY SAFE. 




























RIVER TOWN 

.01 Good relationships with the 
community are important to 
members policing in Robinvale. 


EDITORIAL MARIA CARNOVALE 
PHOTOGRAPHY MICHELLE SPEIRS 


Y ou can tell Sergeant Arthur 
Cassidy, or ‘Butch’ as his 
colleagues have nicknamed him, 
can handle himself. He is tall, 
strong and commands respect. 

But, he also has a softer side. 
When Police Life visited, he was 
cradling a Joey he had rescued from 
its mother's pouch after she was hit 
by a car just outside of Robinvale. 

Sgt Cassidy has taken on the task 
of looking after the Joey named ‘Skip’ 
until he is ready to be released back 
into the wild. 

One of the longest serving police at 
Robinvale Police Station, Sgt Cassidy, 
and his wife Kym, who is also a police 
member at Robinvale, have called 
the area home since they moved from 
Bendigo 11 years ago. 

Robinvale Police Station covers 
847 kilometres of northern Victoria, 
includingthe one-member police 
station of Manangatang and the 
small town of Nyah, which are part 
of the response area. 

It has a population of more than 
5000 and comprises a number of 
nationalities from more than 50 
cultures. During harvest, the 
population is estimated to double in 
size and in March the area is hostto 


the Robinvale 80 - the second-biggest 
ski race in Victoria - generating about 
3000 visitors in one weekend. 

Only steps from the Robinvale 
Police Station is the New South 
Wales border and the Murray River. 

“We’ve raised our whole family here, 
four children,” Sgt Cassidy said. 

“I’m originally from the country 
and I always said that I would want 
to raise my kids in a place like this. 
We thought we would just try it and 
we liked it enough that we decided 
to stay. 

“Living here gives you a chance to 
be part of the community. Most crime 
is solved by the local people. They 
are comfortable enough to come 
to police and talk to us.” 

Senior Sergeant Brooke Walker is 
the first female station commander 
at the police station, which includes 
three sergeants, a detective, one 
highway patrol member and nine 
constables and senior constables. 

“Rural burglaries at farms are 
a priority for us. We do a lot of work 
with farmers to help them secure 
their properties and prevent further 
burglaries,” she said. 

In April, a spate of 18 residential 
burglaries around Robinvale saw 
police charge five offenders. 

The only Victorian one-person 
Crime Investigation Unit is based 
at Robinvale allowing all of the 
police at the station to be become 
proficient in investigating crime 
and processing offenders. 


Police are also trained as 
recognised law enforcement 
officers, meaning they can perform 
duties across the border in NSW 
when needed. 

“Working so close to the border, 
we know the NSW police and work 
with them.The closest NSW police 
station is Euston and it has two police 
members, so there are times when 
they need our assistance and they 
will do the same for us if we need 
assistance,” Sen Sgt Walker said. 

“Other incidents that occur are 
missing persons. There are three 
national parks in the Robinvale 
response zone and a lot of campers 
coming and going. 

“It is a very multicultural area, with 
a large number of people moving in 
and out, including backpackers and 
people seeking work as fruit pickers. 

“These groups are usually people 
who are new to the country and we 
need to work with them to educate 
them about our laws and to build 
trust and communication.” 

Police at the station have 
community engagement portfolios. 

“As part of the youth portfolio, 
police and representatives of the 
Aboriginal and Tongan community 
are organising a youth leader’s 
camp. Police will participate in the 


program to take a group to Kulkyne 
National Park, ” Sen Sgt Walker said. 

“There is a lot of work going on 
to support at-risk young people, 
but this is something which aims 
to grow our community’s leaders 
and give them confidence 
to influence others.” 

Sen Sgt Walker is also involved 
in a youth basketball team for 
Tongans who live in the area. 

“It’s aim is to teach leadership, 
resilience, health and nutrition. 

And it also gives us a chance to get 
to know each other and build good 
relationships and hopefully play a 
role in keeping these young people 
out of the judicial system.” 

With a small team at Robinvale 
Police Station, many of the police 
have moved from city areas for 
a change of scenery and, like the 
Cassidys, now call it home. 

Constable Tim Wray is in his 
second year as a police member 
and made the move from Dandenong 
Police Station only six months ago. 
Senior Constable Matthew Peck 
was based in Melbourne with the 
Force Response Unit and transferred 
to Robinvale two years ago. 

“I thought this would be a good 
change. When you go to get a coffee, 
people know your name, that’s 
a nice feeling,” Const Wray said. ■ 



In September, on Robinvale’s main street, an attempted armed 
robbery at a well known jeweller has left shopkeepers wary. 

It was the first incident at the store since it opened 20 years ago 
and they have taken police advice and introduced more security 
features at the store. 


The donation of two bikes by the local Almond Sen Const Peck visits the farm of 

Blossom Festival Committee allows police to cycle Angelo Lamattina, one of the largest 

to parts of the town, particularly along the Murray, carrot growers in Victoria, 

that would normally not be accessible by car. 
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Frankston resident heard a 
strange noise in her dining room 
and went to investigate. Much to 
her surprise, she saw an intruder 
standingthere holding her handbag. 

Shocked, the middle-aged 
resident asked the intruder what was 
going on. The intruder responded 
by saying she should not have left 
her handbag laying around. 

The intruder then left the house, 
taking the bag and other items, and 
was seen walking away with a blonde 
woman who was waiting outside. 

The distressed resident called 
police and told them what happened. 
She described the offender as a 
‘teenage male’. It was later discovered 
that the offender was not a teenage 
male, but a woman with short hair. 

Police conducted extensive 
patrols of the area based on the 
description given to them but 
failed to locate the offender. 

Calls started coming in to police. 
A Frankston South resident 
reported seeing a taxi pull up in 
a neighbour’s driveway and an 
unknown person leavingthe house, 
carrying a television. The television 
was put in the back of the cab, 
which then drove away with the 
passengers. 


NO REMORSE 

.01 Offenders Farrow and Coombe 
would commit brazen burglaries 
while the victims were at home. 


Pet Sen Const Dell said the number of 

burglaries in the Frankston area dropped 

dramatically after their arrests . 


It was later revealed that the 
cab driver had no idea a crime had 
taken place. Fie had been told by 
his passengers that it was a 
‘friend’s house’. 

The spate of burglaries caught 
the attention of the Frankston 
Crime Investigation Unit. Detective 
Senior Constable Ray Dell took the 
lead in running the investigation. 

“It was challenging,” Det Sen 
Const Dell later admitted. 

“Victims and witnesses were 
telling us that one of the offenders 
was a teenage boy, which threw 
us off the trail at first.” 

Police made inquiries with the 
taxi companies and learned that 
there were numerous collections 
occurring from a particular address. 

Determined detectives 
cross-referenced these pick-ups 
and established that the dates 
and times matched the burglaries. 

Interviews with taxi drivers also 
revealed that the passengers were 
two women and that they often 
appeared drug-affected. 

The pieces of the puzzle were 
starting to fall into place. 

Police now had the address 
linked to the taxi pick-ups, knew the 
passengers were both women and 
further determined that they were 
often dropped off in Collingwood 
where, police suspected, the 
stolen property was being 
exchanged for drugs. 

The residents of the pick-up 
address in question were identified 
as Chanel Coombe and Leanne 
Farrow. 

When Farrow used her sim 
card in one of the stolen phones, 
it gave police further evidence 
about her involvement. 


But, before police could execute 
a search warrant, Coombe struck 
again. She broke into a home in 
Frankston South and the victim 
immediately called police. 

Police were quick to respond 
and located Coombe still in the 
area. She was arrested and taken 
into police custody. 

While Coombe was in police 
custody, Farrow became concerned 
about her accomplice’s whereabouts. 
She sent Coombe a text message 
asking where she was, however, 
intuitively, Farrow knew her partner 
in crime had been caught. 

Alarmed and looking for an 
escape, Farrow approached a 
neighbour and asked to use her 
phone, concocting a story about her 
mother dying. She seized on the 
opportunity to steal the neighbour’s 
purse and used the money to get 
a taxi to Collingwood. 


Police arrested Farrow a week 
later in Werribee after she broke 
into an elderly couple’s home. 

Coombe and Farrow were 
charged with 26 burglaries 
and aggravated burglaries. 

Det Sen Const Dell said the 
number of burglaries in the Frankston 
area dropped dramatically after 
their arrests. 

“They never used violence in their 
burglaries but they had no regard 
for people at home. They would 
enter homes with families asleep 
in their bedrooms,” Det Sen Const 
Dell said. 

“Everyone has the right to be 
safe in their own homes and, 
despite some challenges in the 
early stages of the investigation, 
the outcome was a good one for 
the community.” ■ 
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20,000 

PROBLEMS SOLVED 


MORE THAN 20,000 VEHICLES HAVE BEEN SEIZED FROM DANGEROUS DRIVERS 
SINCE VEHICLE IMPOUNDMENT LAWS WERE INTRODUCED SIX YEARS AGO. 


EDITORIAL MARIA CARNOVALE 
PHOTOGRAPHY PETER CLARKE 


P olice watched as the vehicles they 
had taken off the streets were 
crushed into tissue box-sized, 
unrecognisable chunks in October. 

The crushed vehicles are just a 
few of the 20,000 impounded by 
police since vehicle impoundment 
legislation was introduced in 2006. 

The owners of the vehicles, 
commonly referred to as ‘hoons’, had 
been caught driving dangerously, 
mostly for speeding at more than 45 
kilometres over the limit, improperly 
using a vehicle or for driving while 
disqualified or suspended. 

Doing burnouts, street racing, 
refusing to stop for police and 
repeat drink driving can also 
result in a ‘hoon’s’ vehicle being 
impounded. 


So, what is a ‘hoon’? 

The Macquarie Dictionary defines 
a 'hoon' as “a foolish or silly person, 
especially one who is a show-off”. 

Today, the term is used more 
broadly to describe those who drive 
dangerously on Victoria’s roads. 

Under impoundment laws, police 
have the power to seize a vehicle 
and impound or immobilise it for 
up to 30 days, regardless of whether 
the driver is the registered owner. 

If a person is found guilty of three 
hoon-related offences in six years, 
their vehicle can be permanently 
forfeited by the court and sold or 
disposed of. 

The Vehicle Impoundment Unit’s 
Acting Senior Sergeant David 
Barnes watched as a 27-year-old 
Mill Park man’s vehicle was crushed. 


“He was caught driving while 
disqualified numerous times,” 
he said. 

“We crushed the 1989 model 
Ford Telstar that he had been 
driving after it was forfeited 
by the court. The vehicle didn’t 
belong to the driver. 

“Quite a few police have to deal 
with some very upset people when 
their cars are impounded and a 
lot of mums and dads are usually 
affected by their kids being 
irresponsible. Half of all impounded 
vehicle’s drivers are aged under 25. 

“About 15 per cent of the vehicles 
are abandoned by the owners, 
because they're old and cheap, 
people have to pay to get the cars 
back from impoundment, so they 
decide to go buy another car instead. 
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METAL MENACE 


.01 A car seized from a dangerous driver is crushed into 

a small chunk of metal as part of vehicle impoundment laws. 


.02 Minister for Police and Emergency Services Peter Ryan and 
Assistant Commissioner (Road Policing) Robert Hill look 
on as another dangerous road user’s car is permanently 
removed from the roads. 


While police will be highly visible on the roads 

this holiday period, AC Hill said it was also 

the responsibility of all drivers and other road 

users to ensure they get home safely . 


“All of the forfeited and 
abandoned vehicles go through 
the same disposal process. Every 
vehicle is assessed to meet a 
certain level of safety. We check 
if it’s safe, if it’s been illegally 
modified and if it’s roadworthy. 

“That determines if the vehicle 
is sold at public auction.The ones 
that aren’t safe go into destruction,” 
A/Sen Sgt Barnes said. 

Proceeds from the sale of vehicles 
go back into impoundment costs 
and to other road safety measures. 

Of the 20,000 vehicles impounded 
since the legislation was enacted, 
396 have been crushed. Just this 
year police have crushed 170 
impounded vehicles. 

Assistant Commissioner 
(Road Policing) Robert Hill said it 
was dangerous drivers who put 
lives at risk and are the focus of 
police efforts to lower the road toll. 

“We know this is an effective 
tool for road policing in our state. 

We know high-risk drivers shouldn’t 
be on our roads,” he said. 

“I think the message is getting 
through. But there is a minority who 
are putting people’s safety at risk. 

“Effectively, we are taking their 
vehicles from them so they cannot 
cause harm to themselves, their 
friends or the broader community. 
People need to realise that if you 
speed, if you drive like an idiot, there’s 
no room for that. They need to stop.” 


Victoria’s road toll is around the 
same number of deaths as this time 
last year. 

“The broader community do the 
right thing on our roads. We will 
continue to target those high-risk 
drivers that shouldn’t be on our 
roads,” AC Hill said. 

“Our enforcement activities have 
increased in the last few months 
and that’s why we’ve impounded 
so many vehicles.” 

While police will be highly 
visible on the roads this holiday 
period, AC Hill said it was also the 
responsibility of all drivers and 
other road users to ensure they 
get home safely. 

“We know that speed and alcohol 
are the main causal factors for 
road trauma in this state, as well 
as fatigue and distraction. 

“This has just got to stop. 

Road safety is the responsibility 
of all Victorians. We need to have 
conversations around the dinner 
table, we need to speak to our 
loved ones and remind them of 
their responsibilities, travelling 
from A to B and arriving safely. 

“It’s time for all Victorians to 
be conscious of the road rules 
but, more importantly, be careful 
on the roads.” ■ 


FACTS 

> The under-25 age group is 
responsible for 66 per cent of 
vehicle impounds.Twenty-five 
per cent of vehicles impounded 
were driven by 19-year-olds or 
under and 41 per cent were aged 
between 20 and 25. This age 
group is also overrepresented 

in road deaths and injuries. 

> Male drivers were responsible 
for more than 95 per cent of the 
20,000 vehicles impounded 

by police. 

> The majority of vehicles 
impounded by police are made 
by Holden, and the second-most 
impounded are Ford vehicles. 


TOP POLICE SERVICE 
AREAS FOR HOON 
DRIVING INCLUDE: 

1. Hume 

2. Brimbank 

3. Greater Dandenong 

4. Bendigo 

5. Whittlesea 

6. Monash 

7. Frankston 

8. Moreland 

9. Wyndham 

10. Casey 

DOB IN A HOON 

Can you identify individual cars you 
have seen driving at dangerously 
high speeds? 

Do you know the name of a driver 
who regularly drives above the 
speed limit or at dangerously high 
speeds, or is involved in illegal 
drag racing? 

Do you know where or when an 
illegal street drag race is taking place? 

If so, you can confidentially call 
Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000. 
Visit www.vic.crimestoppers.com.au 
to find out more. 
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STATE-WIDE 
WEB OF 

COMMUNICATION 




THE CREATION OF A COMMUNICATION CENTRE IN 
REGIONAL VICTORIA IS IMPROVING POLICE AND 
EMERGENCY SERVICES RESPONSE TO INCIDENTS. 

EDITORIAL ANTHONY LONCARIC 



P icture this. Two drivers have 
just been involved in a head-on 
collision on a quiet street in the 
rural Victorian city of Wangaratta. 

Both drivers have suffered critical 
injuries and smoke is rising from 
the bonnet of one of the cars. 

Minutes pass before another car 
passes the scene of the collision. 

The driver stops and calls 
Triple Zero (000). 

Up until November, the call would 
have gone to a police member 
stationed at the Wangaratta Police 
Communications D24. 

Forthis type of incident,the 
police member would speak to the 
driver while taking notes on a small 
Victoria Police dispatch card. 

The police member would then 
call the closest police unit and let 
them know what had occurred. 

After hanging up, the police 
member would make the same call 
to the local ambulance dispatcher 
before repeating it to the Country 
Fire Authority dispatcher. 

If any other Triple Zero calls were 
received duringthistime,the member 
would put the dispatcher on hold to 
take down notes. 
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In what is an Australian first, the centre 

in Ballarat has call takers and dispatchers 

for police, fire and ambulance ail under 

the same roof. 


EFFICIENT RESPONSE 

.01 Inspector Michael Suttie and 
Sergeant Darryl Chamberlain said 
the move to a centre with multi¬ 
agency dispatch capacity would 
lead to better response times to 
incidents in regional Victoria. 


Precious time was wasted. 

Now, all incidents like the one 
above are being dealt with far more 
efficiently and effectively following 
the transfer of five separate D24s 
in regional Victoria to one 
multi-agency communications 
centre in Ballarat. 

The old D24s in Ballarat, Bendigo, 
Mildura, Wangaratta and Moe had 
two police call takers at each centre. 

They used the outdated, manual 
paper system and did not have the 
multi-agency dispatch capacity 
used by call takers in metro areas. 

The Ballarat State Emergency 
Communications Centre is on par with 
the State Emergency Communications 
Centre based at the Victoria Police 
Centre in Melbourne. 

Triple Zero calls into the Ballarat 
facility are handled by Emergency 
Services Telecommunications 
Authority (ESTA) staff, who work 
exclusively as call takers or 
dispatchers. 

ESTA applicants are put through 
intense training before taking up 
their posts and most work as call 
takers for a year before being 
eligible to take on a dispatch role. 

Unlike the police who worked at 
the old D24 centres, ESTA call takers 
have access to the Computer Aided 
Dispatch (CAD) system which allows 
for multi-agency dispatch to occur 
across agencies simultaneously. 

With the CAD system, they are 
also given a list of questions to ask 
for each type of emergency call and 
can pinpoint the location of an 
incident on a digital map. 


All the information they record is 
stored and can be sent to a dispatcher 
with the click of a button. 

The dispatcher reads the job 
like an email and relays the 
information over a radio channel 
to the appropriate police unit. 

The manager of the Integrated 
State-wide Emergency 
Communications Project, Inspector 
Michael Suttie, said having the same 
system across metro and regional 
areas was vital. 

“We started transferri ng the ru ral 
D24s in 2010, with the Wangaratta 
dispatch unit the last to be relocated 
to Ballarat,” Insp Suttie said. “An added 
bonus with this change is that about 
66 extra police positions have been 
returned to operational duties in 
regional areas. The services provided 
by ESTA are captured and monitored 
against standards to improve efficiency. 

“There are always police members 
in the room with the ESTA call takers 
and dispatchers and they have 
command and control,” Insp Suttie 
said. “They openly interact with the 
dispatchers and conversations are 
documented.” 

In what is an Australian first, 
the centre in Ballarat has call takers 
and dispatchers for police, fire and 
ambulance all under the same roof. 

“We have quite a few states looking 
into what we are doing,” Insp Suttie 
said. “The great thing about this state¬ 
wide communications approach is in 
the event of emergencies the regional 
ESTA staff can take on metro calls 
and vice-versa. We now have 
more flexibility and can adjust 
to increased demand.” ■ 


WHAT HAPPENS WHEN 
YOU CALL TRIPLE ZERO? 

The call is initially taken by a Telstra 
phone operator who asks the caller 
which state they are in and whether 
they need police, fire or ambulance. 

The operator allocates a job 
number and it is passed on to 
an ESTA call taker for actioning. 

Jane*, who is a call taker at the 
Victoria Police Centre in Melbourne, 
said she first confirms the location 
of the incident before finding out 
what has happened. 

Call takers ask set questions and 
type all of the information into the 
CAD system, including details like 
if anyone is injured, if there are 
weapons at the scene and if people 
involved in the incident are drug 
or alcohol affected. 

"We ask a lot of questions so we 
have as much information as possible 
and so we know if we need to 
inform the ambulance or the fire 
brigade of the job," Jane said. 


"The time on the phone can vary 
depending on the type of job and if 
the caller is calm enough to give us 
the information. For high priority 
jobs we can have them sent to a 
dispatcher within 30 seconds while 
we stay on the phone and take 
further details." 

Jane stressed the importance 
of members of the public being 
patient with call takers. 

"Some people get frustrated 
and think we are asking so many 
questions and delaying calling out the 
police," she said. "The procedures 
are there to ensure police and the 
public are safe." 

Call taker Andrew* encouraged 
people to call Triple Zero (000) for 
police attendance. 

"Weve had callers tell us they've 
made a citizen's arrest on an armed 
robber and weren't sure whether 
they should call us," Andrew said. 

* Names have been changed 
for purposes of anonymity 


FACT 

Police still refer to ESTA as D24. 

D.24 was the old communication unit’s room number when it was based 
at the Russell Street Police Complex. While the unit moved to the Victoria 
Police Centre in 1995, the D24 name has stuck. 
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M-A-N-Y-A-N-G 

MAN YANG 




EDITORIAL MANYANG MANYANG 


ST ALBANS STUDENT MANYANG MANYANG WRITES ABOUT HIS 
WORK EXPERIENCE AT SUNSHINE POLICE STATION AND HIS GOAL 
TO BE A PROTECTIVE SERVICES OFFICER. 


COMMUNITY ASSET 

.01 St Albans student Mr Manyang 
is helping police in Brimbank 
engage with local African 
young people. 


'\A/ orkin g w '^ police in Brimbank 
UU to help them engage with 
young Africans has been a great 
experience for me. 

Sunshine Police Station’s 
Sergeant Matthew Illingworth 
encouraged me to do some field 
work with police when we first 
met at the Brimbank Cup soccer 
tournament in February 2011. 

Since August this year, I have 
worked at Sunshine Police Station 
twice each week and either assist 
in the watch house or go out on the 
road with sergeants to do police 
supervision duties. 


Many youths in my community 
have problems at school and have 
issues with drug and alcohol use 
and violence. 

I know a lot of young people in 
the Brimbank area, which makes 
it easy for me to communicate 
with them and I try to help build 
relationships between local police 
and young Africans. 

I came to Australia seven years 
ago after spending 13 years living in 
refugee camps during the Sudan war. 

There was not a lot of food at the 
camps and we experienced 
40-degree weather most days. 

We lived in fear we might get shot 
by enemy soldiers. 

Sgt Illingworth arranged for me 
to speak with police in Sunshine and 
East Melbourne about my experiences 
as a refugee from South Sudan. 


He is a really good person and 
encou raged me to apply to become 
a Protective Services Officer (PSO). 

I am studying an advanced 
diploma in legal studies at Victoria 
University in Footscray but hope to 
become a PSO soon. I’d like to work 
as a PSO for two or three years and 
then become a policeman. 

Other community work I’m 
involved in includes nightshifts 
at the Salvation Army street team 
in Melbourne’s Central Business 
District and I also assist with the 
Victoria Police Safe Streets Taskforce. 

I would love to see more young 
people from African communities in 
Brimbankdothe work that I do and 
I hope to encourage more of them to 
stay in school or find work so they 
can stay out of trouble. 

The police I work with treat me 
with a lot of respect and I hope 
I am a role model to other African 
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LEADING SENIOR CONSTABLE 

JOSEPH GRBAC 

OVER ALMOST TWO DECADES THIS POLICEMAN HAS BEEN 
MAKING A DIFFERENCE TO THE LIVES OF YOUNG PEOPLE. 


EDITORIAL ANTHONY LONCARIC 
PHOTOGRAPHY JOSE RIBEIRO 


HAPPY TO HELP 

.01 Ldg Sen Const Grbac has 
dedicated his police career 
to helping young people stay 
out of trouble. 


S eeing an offender’s 10-page 
criminal history sheet with eight 
appearances in Children’s Court on 
it was enough for Leading Senior 
Constable Joseph Grbac to decide 
he would devote his policing career 
to helping young people stay out 
of trouble. 

“It was 18 years ago and I was 
working as a prosecutor at the time. 

I just thought if something had been 
done for this person on page one, the 
rest of the offences might not have 
occurred,” Ldg Sen Const Grbac said. 
“It’s a bit like the Back to the Future 
movies. A slight change in history can 
have a very big effect on the future.” 

The 56-year-old first started 
working with young people in 
Broadmeadows as part of the 
schools involvement program. 

“I remember one of the first days 
I showed up at a school and one of 
the children ran away from me 
because he was scared,” he said. 


“At the end of the year the same 
child’s mother gave me a gift and told 
me I had no idea what I had done for 
her son. She said he’d grown up in a 
difficult family setting and he had 
been struggling at school, but by the 
end of the year he was reading and 
doing better at maths.” 

Ldg Sen Const Grbac went on 
to work in St Albans as a Schools 
Resource Officer before moving 
toSunbury. 

He did a lot of work with a school 
in Gisborne which had gone through 
a difficult period after about 14 
people in the school community 
died in a short space of time. 

“The school had more than the 
allowable amount of bad luck,” he 
recalled.“We concentrated on road 
safety and I introduced an automotive 
program for disengaged young people 
called Pole Position. I have used it in the 
Kyneton area as well and it is about 
giving young people access to positive 



mentors like emergency services 
employees. One year we fixed a car 
and donated it to a family in need.” 

He said about 95 per cent of the 
young people who completed Pole 
Position stayed in school or got jobs. 

Ldg Sen Const Grbac’s efforts 
have not gone unnoticed and he was 
deemed Youth Resource Officer 
of the Year in 2007. 

He said Youth Resource Officers 
had their hands full dealing with 
social networking issues and 
encouraging road safety. 

“Many young people are 
experiencing self-esteem issues 
because they are being bullied 
online,” he said. “Educating them 
about road safety is also important. 
Some of the youths I have worked 
with at the Malmsbury Youth Justice 
Centre have been involved in 
alcohol-related fatalities. Decisions 
like that can stay with you forever.” 

One of the most effective ways 
Ldg Sen Const Grbac gets through 
to troubled young people is by using 
his sense of humour. 

“Humour is a hugely important 
tool if used correctly,” he said. 

“I can laugh at myself and it makes 
it disarming to children who might 
feel uncomfortable in the presence 
of a police member. 

“I use beer goggles to show them 
how dangerous it is to drive while 
drunk.The children have a laugh, 
but I remind them that at a scene 
of a collision there is nothing to 
laugh at. There is always a message 
in everything I do.”« 


DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE 
WHO HAS GONE ON TO HAVE AN 
IMPRESSIVE POLICING CAREER? 

Police Life wants to hear about 
them. Send suggestions to 
policelife-mgrlppolice.vic.gov.au 

via email. 


L 29 J 
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From the Archives 


Calling All 

TWENTY FIVE YEARS 
AFTER THE INTRODUCTION 
OF AUSTRALIA’S FIRST 
CRIME STOPPERS 
PROGRAM, THE RESULTS 
SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES. 


V ictorians have made well over 
half a million calls providing 
confidential information to police 
since the launch of Crime Stoppers 
on 9 November, 1987. Almost 14,000 
arrests have been made, nearly 
60,000 criminal charges laid and 
more than $150 million worth of 
drugs and stolen property seized. 

The evidence shows that the 
public is happy to respond to the 
original Crime Stoppers catchcry 
and put the finger on crime. 

Their motives are many and 
various, but Crime Stoppers 
statistics show that an 
overwhelming percentage of 
callers are not motivated by money. 

The community board of Crime 
Stoppers Victoria Ltd, the 
non-profit company responsible 
for Crime Stoppers promotion and 
marketing, pays rewards of up to 
$1000 for information leading to 
an arrest.The maximum reward 
has not changed for 25 years and 
during 2011-12 the board paid 
only 15 rewards. 

Former Victoria Police Media 
Director, Geoff Wilkinson, who 
brought Crime Stoppers to Australia 
after studying the concept overseas, 
said the fact so many callers were 
motivated by community spirit 
rather than money was one of 
the most pleasing aspects of its 
success. 

Mr Wilkinson said research in 
the United States had identified at 
least 11 possible motives for people 
to call Crime Stoppers, including 
revenge, jealousy and elimination 
of competition. 
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Crime Stoppers 


“On the basis of what I saw 
overseas in the mid-80s, we 
expected that up to 50 per cent of 
callers might have wanted a reward, 
but the figure in Victoria has never 
been anywhere near that high 
and is now so small it is almost 
insignificant as an operational 
cost,” he told Police Life. 

“We’re not fussy where the 
information comes from or why. 

The vast majority of callers here 
are good, civic-minded people 
who have had enough of crime in 
their community and want to do 
something about it.” 

Calls about drug activity appear 
to prove the point. During 2011-12, 
information to Crime Stoppers led 
to the detection of 97 hydroponic 
cannabis crops valued at over $7 
million, as well as 11 clandestine 
drug laboratories. 

Latest figures show that almost 
one third of all information reports 
generated in Victoria Police each 
year originate in the Crime Stoppers 
call centre. 

Manager of Victoria Police’s 
State Intelligence Division, which 
incorporates the Crime Stoppers 
Unit, Superintendent Neil Paterson, 
said there were police and public 
service staff running the Crime 
Stoppers call centre and working 
with investigators. 

The unit publicises crimes 
the public can help solve through 
regular‘wanted’features in 
newspapers and on television. 

“It often only takes one small 
piece of information to break a case 
for detectives. There have been 
many examples over the years of 
that small piece coming from a 


callerto Crime Stoppers who did 
not know the value it had,”Supt 
Paterson said. 

“Our staff speak to callers and 
pass the information they receive on 
to the relevant area of Victoria Police 
to investigate.” 

Crime Stoppers’ important role 
as a conduit and filtering process 
during major, high profile 
investigations was shown during 
the recent case of murdered 
Brunswick woman, Jill Meagher, 
when it received 1600 calls and 
online reports in four days. 

Former Chief Commissioner 
Sinclair Imrie (Mick) Miller, who 
launched Crime Stoppers shortly 
before retiring in 1987, said it had 
proved to be one of the world’s 
most successful and cost-effective 
crime fighting initiatives. 

“The fact that such a high 
percentage of the force’s 
information reports come through 
Crime Stoppers indicates what a 
vital part of policing it has become,” 
Mr Miller said. 

Fie said some people had 
doubted the program would succeed 
because of the Australian dislike 
of dobbing. 

“But when it comes to informing 
on criminals, the high arrest rate 
and low reward rate show we’re 
happy to dob, as long as it doesn’t 
infringe our amateur status by being 
paid for it.” ■ 


If you have information about 
a crime, contact Crime Stoppers 
on 1800 333 000 or visit 
www.vic.crimestoppers.com.au 
on the internet. 










Always Remembered 


EDITORIAL MARIA CARNOVALE 

PHOTOGRAPHY SERGEANT 
TERRY CLAVEN 


THE HISTORIC GRAVES OF 
POLICE WHO HAVE DIED 
IN THE LINE OF DUTY ARE 
BEING RESTORED BY THE 
VICTORIAN GOVERNMENT. 


When Constable David Edward 
McGrath was murdered by an 
armed offender in 1915, his actions 
were heroic. Ninety-seven years 
later, his bravery is not forgotten, 
but in fact has been brought 
to light again. 

Const McGrath’s grave was the 
first of a number of historical police 
graves to be restored as part of a 
$50,000 State Government grant. 

The restored grave was unveiled 
at a rededication ceremony on 27 
September at Coburg’s Pine Ridge 
Cemetery in the presence of 
descendants of Const McGrath’s 
family, Chief Commissioner Ken Lay 
and representatives of the Victoria 
Police Chaplaincy, Blue Ribbon 
Foundation and Victoria Police 
Historical Society. 

CCP Lay said the graves of 
police who had died in the course 
of their duties would be marked 
and restored. 

“It has been 97 years since 
Const McGrath was murdered by an 
armed offender while investigating 
a burglary at Trades Hall,” he said. 

“It is very important that we never 
forget those who have passed away, 
and we continue to provide support 
and comfort to their families, 
friends and colleagues. 

“I am sure thatthis work will bring 
comfort to Const McGrath’s family.” 



Const McGrath, of the Russell 
Street Police Headquarters, joined 
Victoria Police in 1900. He died on 
1 October, 1915, aged 42, when in 
the early hours of the morning 
he and other police went to the 
Trades Hall in Lygon Street, Carlton, 
responding to a burglary in progress. 

Const McGrath confronted two 
offenders inside the building and 
one fired a number of shots, fatally 
wounding him. 

The offender was arrested at 
the scene and was later hanged 
for Const McGrath’s murder. 

The Police Graves Memorial 
Committee consisting of 
representatives from The Police 
Association, Victoria Police Historical 
Society and Blue Ribbon Foundation, 
has been formed to carry out research 
and restoration of the graves. ■ 


Murdered policeman 
Const McGrath’s grave 
has been restored 
97 years after he died. 


www.police.vic.gov.au/policelife 


POLICELIFE SUMMER 2013 


CRIME 

STOPPERS 



1800 333 000 


crimestoppers.com.au 


Celebrating 25 years of fighting crime 

If you've seen something, 
say something 


Report information at www.crimestoppers.com.au 
or download the STOP CRIME iphone app 
or call Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000 



Crime Stoppers is a not for profit organisation. 
Donations are fully tax deductible. 



